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ESTIMATED VOUCHER FUNDING SHORTFALLS IN 2005, 2006 AND 2010 
 

Maine 
 

This table displays estimates of cuts in housing voucher assistance under the actual 2005 voucher funding level, the 
Administration's 2006 budget request, and an estimate of the Administration's budget plan for 2010 based on the limited 
information available to the public. i  (Please see the endnotes for the methods used to develop these estimates.)  The 
table below can be read as follows: 

 
“In 2005, [housing agency] will receive [2005 funding shortfall] less fundingii than it needs to support its 

vouchers, causing an estimated [2005 cut in families assisted] low-income families to go without housing assistance.iii  
Under the Administration’s budget for 2006, the funding gap confronting the agency will drop to [2006 funding 
shortfall], allowing it to restore  temporarily  [2006 number of cut vouchers restored] of the vouchers that were cut in 
2005.  But estimates based on available information on the Administration’s budget plans through 2010 show the 
shortfall widening to approximately [2010 funding shortfall], eliminating all of the vouchers restored in 2006 and 
cutting the number of families assisted by a further [2010 cut in families assisted below 2005 level].” 
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Auburn 590 -$101,371 -24 -$51,005 12 -$616,855 -103 

Augusta HA  432 -$62,551 -18 -$31,206 9 -$377,406 -76 

Bangor 431 -$72,298 -17 -$37,550 8 -$454,131 -76 

Bar Harbor HA  127 -$23,602 -5 -$11,995 3 -$145,071 -22 

Bath HA  126 -$27,743 -5 -$13,988 3 -$169,177 -22 

Biddeford HA  118 -$23,262 -5 -$11,605 2 -$140,350 -21 

Brewer HA  133 -$22,621 -5 -$11,819 3 -$142,943 -24 

Brunswick 430 -$91,152 -16 -$48,678 8 -$588,711 -76 

Caribou HA  193 -$25,072 -8 -$12,662 4 -$153,129 -34 

Ellsworth HS 137 -$26,107 -6 -$13,104 3 -$158,476 -24 

Fort Fairfield HA  132 -$23,695 -5 -$11,821 3 -$142,965 -23 

Lewiston HA  1,238 -$193,034 -44 -$110,187 20 -$1,332,610 -223 

Maine State HA  3,995 -$807,574 -151 -$435,179 72 -$5,263,080 -712 

Mount Desert HA  53 -$10,427 -2 -$5,235 1 -$63,308 -9 

Old Town 209 -$38,487 -9 -$19,231 4 -$232,582 -37 

Portland HA  1,724 -$532,260 -69 -$272,167 34 -$3,291,603 -304 
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Preque Isle HA  75 -$11,128 -3 -$5,626 2 -$68,047 -13 

Saco 38 -$9,074 -2 -$4,581 1 -$55,402 -7 

Sanford HA  593 -$126,200 -24 -$63,155 12 -$763,801 -104 

South Portland 389 -$97,884 -16 -$49,170 8 -$594,671 -68 

Southwest Harbor HA  31 -$5,425 -1 -$2,707 1 -$32,734 -5 

Topsham HA  23 -$4,524 -1 -$2,257 0 -$27,297 -4 

Tremont HA  29 -$5,828 -1 -$2,908 1 -$35,165 -5 

Van Buren HA  101 -$11,064 -4 -$5,621 2 -$67,981 -18 

Waterville HA  394 -$50,663 -16 -$25,933 8 -$313,634 -69 

Westbrook HA  705 -$184,296 -28 -$95,183 14 -$1,151,149 -124 

Maine  12,446 -$2,587,342 -484 -$1,354,572 237 -$16,382,278 -2,204 
 

 
                                                 

i The Administration has released its planned 2010 funding level for a “housing assistance” category that includes the voucher 
program, public housing and several other programs taken together, but has not released a funding level for the voucher program 
separately.  We have estimated the 2010 voucher funding level by assuming that the Administration plans to cut all housing assistance 
programs proportionately.  It is possible that the Administration actually intends to impose larger cuts in voucher assistance than we 
estimate and smaller cuts in other programs, or vice versa.  See Appendix, “The Basis for the Estimate that the Budget Would Support 
370,000 Fewer Vouchers in 2010,” http://www.cbpp.org/2-18-05hous-app.htm.  
 
ii We assume that the amount of funding needed to support an agency’s vouchers in 2005 is equal to the agency’s average voucher cost 
in May -July 2004 plus the applicable HUD inflation adjustment, multiplied by the sum of the number of the agency’s vouchers in use 
in May -July 2004 and the number of new vouchers requiring funding that were issued to families losing public housing or other types 
of federal housing assistance.  In 2006 and 2010 we assumed the agencies would need funding for approximately the same number of 
vouchers as in 2005, but that the average cost of these vouchers would rise based on a national average CBO voucher cost inflation 
estimate.  
 
iii All figures in the table assume that agencies will respond to funding shortfalls by reducing the number of families assisted.  
Agencies also have some limited flexibility to reduce the level of assistance provided per family, for example by shifting rental 
burdens onto needy households or reducing the maximum amount of rent a voucher can cover (and therefore limiting the ability of 
voucher households to live outside high-poverty neighborhoods in areas that may be safer and with better schools and more job 
opportunities).  If agencies took these measures, the reduction in the number of families assisted could be somewhat smaller. 


