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House Republican Bill Fails the Country;
Senate Should Reject Any Bill That Takes Away
Health Coverage, Food Assistance

Statement of Sharon Parrott, CBPP President, on House passage of harmful reconciliation bill:

At the end of a rushed, chaotic process, House Republicans passed a bill early this morning that
fails the people they promised to help. It would raise costs on millions of families across the
country, making it harder for them to meet basic needs and weather life’s ups and downs — while
showering ever larger tax breaks on the wealthiest households. The bill will drive up hunger and
deepen poverty, including among children, and take access to life-saving health care away from
millions of people. The Senate must reject it.

Congressional Budget Office data and other analyses make the House Republican agenda’s
harmful impacts crystal clear: about 15 million people losing health coverage; millions losing food
assistance or having their food assistance cut, including 2 million or more children; the 10 percent of

households with the lowest incomes made worse off while the richest get richer by tens or even
hundreds of thousands of dollars each year; and trillions of dollars added to our debt over the
decade, worsening our long-term fiscal picture and increasing the risk to our economy.

The bill’s SNAP provisions are so extreme that some states, faced with backfilling deep federal
funding cuts that total billions of dollars a year nationally, could take steps to dramatically take food
assistance away from large numbers of people and could even decide to end their SNAP programs
entirely. Simply put, House Republicans are walking away from a 50-year, bipartisan commitment to
ensure that children in families with low incomes get the help they need, no matter what state they
live in — with potentially devastating impacts on their health, education, and future success.

The extreme health provisions would lead to an unprecedented drop in health coverage and drive
up health costs for millions. Make no mistake — the main way the bill cuts more than $800 billion
from health care is by taking away Medicaid and affordable marketplace coverage from people who
are eligible.

The bill also makes higher education more expensive for millions by driving up the cost of student
loans and reducing the level of Pell education grants for college students.
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The bill directs some of its harshest cuts toward people who are immigrants and their families.
House Republicans falsely claim that they are restricting access to basic needs programs for people
who don’t have a documented status. But the reality is that people without a documented
immigration status already do not qualify for these benefits. The cuts in federal benefits will fall
entirely on immigrants in the country /awfully — including some pregnant women and children who
need food assistance. Refugees, people granted asylum, and victims of trafficking — people who
have had to prove that they face persecution in their home countries or have been victimized by sex
or labor traffickers — are among those who would see their food assistance, Medicare benefits they
paid into, and affordable health marketplace coverage terminated. And the bill will also take away
the Child Tax Credit from millions of U.S. citizen children in immigrant families.

The House Republican bill showers more tax cuts on the wealthy, extending the highly skewed

provisions of the 2017 tax law and adding permanent expansions for wealthy households, while
leaving millions of children in working families with low incomes out of even the temporary increase
in the Child Tax Credit. In 2027, it gives households earning more than $1 million a year an average
tax cut of roughly $90,000, while low-income households receive an average of just $90 from the tax
cuts — even while these households bear the brunt of cuts to Medicaid and SNAP and face higher
prices due to the President’s tariffs, which the bill does nothing to address.

There’s a better path forward, but it requires the Senate to tear up this legislation and start again,
rejecting any proposals that raise costs on families, take health coverage and food assistance away
from families who need them, or drive up poverty and the number of people who are uninsured.
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The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities is a nonprofit, nonpartisan research organization and
policy institute that conducts research and analysis on a range of government policies and programs.
It is supported primarily by foundation grants.
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