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The State Policy Fellowship Program
supports a diverse generation of future
leaders in shaping state policies and fiscal
choices that affect disadvantaged families
and communities.

Making a difference for vulnerable families
and communities

State Policy Fellows tackle domestic policy challenges in areas like health care, taxes,
anti-poverty policy, education, and public safety. Working in independent, highly-
respected think tanks located in state capitals, Fellows analyze the impact of state budget
and tax policy choices on low-income residents and promote positive reforms.

Bringing diverse voices to state policy debates

To expand the diversity of voices that speak with authority in state policy debates,
the program identifies highly-qualified candidates who have graduate degrees in
public policy, law, social work, economics, or similar fields and connects them to
public policy organizations.

Launching careers

Starting in August 2010, each State Policy Fellow will spend two years with an influential
state policy organization belonging to the State Fiscal Analysis Initiative or with the state
fiscal division at the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities in Washington, DC. Fellows
research and write analyses on current policy issues; brief policymakers, journalists, and
others on these issues; and serve as a resource for advocates and community groups.

In addition, Fellows will become part of a national network coordinated by the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities, and travel to Washington, DC, for training and career
development. The program also identifies mentors and provides on-going training and
opportunities for professional growth. External rotations may be offered in some
locations at nonprofit partners, government agencies, governors’ offices, or legislative
committees.



Fellowship Sponsor
The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities is one of the nation’s premier policy
organizations working at the federal and state levels on budget priorities and tax policy as
well as public programs that affect low- and moderate-income families and communities.

The Center helps ensure that the needs of disadvantaged families and individuals are
considered in public debates over critical policy issues. Its areas of expertise include
federal and state budget and tax policies, health care, low-income housing, nutrition
programs, and income support.

The Center designs measures to make low-income programs more effective and is
especially skilled at translating broad policy goals, such as reducing the ranks of the poor
and the uninsured, into concrete policies that can garner public support and become law.

The Center has earned bipartisan praise for producing materials that are balanced,
authoritative, and responsive to issues before the country.

The State Fiscal Analysis Initiative
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The State Fiscal Analysis Initiative (SFAI) is a national network of independent state
policy organizations in 31 states with seven more in development. Through rigorous,
timely analyses and extensive public education and outreach, SFAI groups work to:

« Strengthen policies that affect low- and moderate-income families, such as
health care, welfare reform, education, and child care.

 Promote options to make state tax systems fairer and more effective in raising
needed resources.

o Help other nonprofits and the general public participate in debates about budget
priorities. Often they lead coalitions working to maintain or strengthen critical
public services.

Launched in 1993 in 12 states, SFAI has grown steadily. Its 31 states include four-fifths of

the U.S. population, and additional organizations are expected to join in the coming years.

The SFAI network is coordinated by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.
Financial support for SFAI organizations comes principally from local and regional
foundations, individual donors, and several national foundations, including the Annie E.
Casey Foundation, the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the Open
Society Institute, the Stoneman Family Foundation, the Public Welfare Foundation, and
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.
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What people are saying about SFAI groups

“...the primary source for detailed analysis on almost any
legislative issue affecting low- to moderate-income Texans.”

- Dallas Morning News about the
Center for Public Policy Priorities in Texas

“I count on the DC Fiscal Policy Institute for solid analysis and
the real story behind the numbers — whether it’s on affordable
housing, schools, or a number of other issues affecting District
residents.”

- Member of District of Columbia Council

“The California Budget Project demystifies the California
budget process. Before the CBP, the budget was off-limits to
anyone except deep insiders. The CBP opened up the process
to grassroots and individual advocates”

- Director, California WIC Association
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As a State Policy Fellow You Will:

B Conduct research and analysis on state
budget, tax, and low-income issues to committees and legislators, state
improve the lives of disadvantaged agencies and governors’ offices, and a
families. broad array of state and community

organizations.

B Engage with media, legislative

B Produce reports and other materials for
use by policymakers, journalists,
advocacy groups, and civic
organizations.

M Collaborate with community-based
advocates to engage the public on the
impacts of public policies on their

B Track and analyze legislative proposals communities.

and state budgets. B Develop expertise in issues such as state
budget and tax policies, health care,
housing, education finance, family
economic security, economic

development, and criminal justice.

B Help advance effective and politically
realistic policy recommendations.

Locations
States with SFAI Organizations
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The location of the fellowship is based on individual applicants’ preference and employers’
needs. The final list of available locations for the 2010 — 2012 fellowships will be posted to
www.cbpp.org/fellowship by September 1, 2009.

Salary and Benefits

Fellows earn a base salary of $45,000 to
$50,000 per year (regional salary
adjustments will be applied to higher-cost
locations). Health benefits are included.

Training and Career
Development

Fellows participate in a career
development program that includes an
introductory seminar in Washington, DC,
and additional professional development
opportunities, including two policy
conferences in Washington, DC. All costs
associated with the program are included.
State Policy Fellows receive formal and
on-the-job training in tax policy, state
budgets, the state legislative process,
strategic communications, and legislative
advocacy.

Who Can Apply?

Eligible candidates must have received

a graduate degree in public policy, public
affairs, economics, social work, public
health, law or a related field before the end
of August 2010; must have a strong
academic record in their graduate degree
program; and must be eligible to work
full-time in the United States for the
two-year duration of the program.

Candidates should have an interest in state
fiscal policy and a commitment to
improving the welfare of low- and
moderate-income households. Preference
will be given to applicants who have
experience with, or demonstrate a strong
interest in, working with diverse
communities.

Application Process

Please visit the fellowship website
www.cbpp.org/fellowship for complete
application instructions. Required
materials include a personal statement,
resume, copies of undergraduate and
graduate transcripts, and two letters of
recommendation.

Completed applications must be submitted
online by January 15, 2010, although we
encourage you to submit your application
earlier if possible. Finalists will be
interviewed by telephone or in person.
Fellowship offers will be extended no later
than the middle of March.

Important Dates

October 15, 2009
Application process opens

January 15, 2010
Application deadline

January-February 2010
Interviews extended to finalists

By March 2010
Finalists notified of Fellowship awards

For more information about the State
Policy Fellowship Program, or if you have
questions about the application process,
please feel free to contact us by email at
fellowship@cbpp.org.





