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RHODE ISLAND'S MEDICAID PROPOSAL WOULD PUT BENEFICIARIES

AT RISK AND UNDERMINE THE FEDERAL-STATE PARTNERSHIP
Could Set Dangerous Precedent for Other States
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well below its own forecast of Medicaid costs for each of
the next five years and that this gap wonld grow each yeart

- Eliminating federal protections for beneficiaries. "
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What Rhode Island Is Proposing

Proposal Would Fundamentally Change Federal-State Medicaid Partnership
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Determining State and Federal Medicaid Spending Under the Waiver
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Rhode Island Waiver Projections (in millions of dollars)

FFY 09 FFY10 FFY11 FFY12 FFY13 | 5-year total

Medicaid expenditure forecast $2,074 | $2,257 | $2,454 | $2,677 | $2,924 $12,386
Federal block grant $1,089 | $1,219 | $1,325 | $1,446 | $1,579 $6,658
State MOE $754 $799 $822 $850 $878 $4,103

Total anticipated spending (block

grant + MOE) $1,843 | $2,018 | $2,147 | $2,296 [ $2,457 $10,761
Difference between total spending

and expenditure forecast $231 $239 $307 $381 $467 $1,625
Federal share of total spending 59% 60% 62% 63% 64% 62%
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State Would Have Unprecedented Power to Reduce Benefits and Limit Eligibility
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Maximum Annual Income Eligibility Levels for “Mandatory” and “Optional”

Beneficiaries in Rhode Island*

Mandatory

Optional

Children under six years old

At or below 133 percent of the
poverty line ($23,408)

Between 133 and 250 percent of
the poverty line ($44,000)

Children from six to 19

Below the poverty line
($17,600)

Between 100 and 250 percent of
the poverty line ($44,000)

Parents

Below 38 percent of the poverty
line ($6,648)

Between 38 and 175 percent of
the poverty line ($30,800)

Seniors and people with
disabilities

Below 74 percent of the poverty
line ($7,696)

Between 74 and 100 percent of
the poverty line ($10,400)
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Senate and House Committee Chairs Express Serious Concerns
About Rhode Island’s Waiver Proposal
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Proposal Would Shift Medicaid Costs to Federal Government
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